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. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 PURPOSEAND USE OFCOMPREHENSIVELAN

Blueprint 2041is the long-range Comprehensive Plan for King William County and provides
general guidance and a framework for making important decisions regarding public and private
investment in the next 10-20 years. In Virginia, each governing body must adopt a comprehensive
plan and work with the Planning Commission to review it every five years for needed updates.

The plan forms the basis for community investment projects such asutility, transportation and
public safety improvements and managing land for agriculture, residential, commercial, and
industrial development. In addition, the plan provides a foundation for updating important land
management tools like zoning and subdivision codes.

Governmental officials use the plan when considering zoning changes, capital improvements
(water, sewer, roads, schools, etc.), economic development projects, and housing initiatives.
Citizens use the plan to understand the future goals and direction of the community and to
understand planned public improvements. Many developers, employers, and businesses use the
plan when considering business investments and expansion. Federal and state agenciegonsult
the plan to ensure that their projects are consistent with local plan ning.

1.2 OVERVIEW OF KINGVILLIAM COUNTY

King William County is located in eastern Virginia
approximately 25 miles northeast of Richmond.
The County is bounded by the Mattaponi River
(north) and the Pamunkey River (south) which
combine to form the York River at West Point, the
largest and only incorporated town in King William
County. Interstates 95 and 64 provide convenient
transportation access to the regional metropolitan
areas of Richmond,  Washington, DC,
Williamsburg, and Hampton/ Newport News.

\>‘IZ’LE

King William County and the Region

In 2020, the U.S. Census repded the County population as 17,810. Much of the approximately
285 square miles of land in King William County is in gently rolling to flat farmland and
expansive timberland. Approximately five percent of the County is developed for residential
subdivisi ons and commercial and industrial uses.
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1.3 VISION AND GOALS FORHE FUTURE

VISION 2041

The following vision statement for King William County was developed from community
comments received during the planning process for updating the Comprehensive Plan.

2041 Vision for King William County

In 2041 King William County will be a thriving safe, friendly, and caring

community that exhibits extraordinary rural, agricultural, and natural

landscapes and offers a peaceful, country lifestyle for raising a fa
Outdoor recreational experiences @b for residents and visitors on the
scenic rivers, state forest lands, public parks, and private farms.

Home to three of the oldest Native American tribes in the nation and
historic courthouse dating to circa 1725, King William County continues t
cdebrate and honor its unique heritage and preserve its character w
effectively managing responsible community growth.

The diverse economy of small businesses and tailored, specialized ind
contributes to the community prosperity, which is eviden affordable
taxes, quality public services, distinguished educational systamd a
focused Z1Century utility infrastructure.

GOALSFOR 2041

To achieve the 2041 Vision for King William County, the following community goals shall guide
decisions and policies for County growth, public investment, and land use and development.

Healthy , Safe Community

Outstanding Quality of Life - Plan for, facilitate and promote a healthy community with safe,
attractive neighborhoods and settlements that complement the rural character of King
William County and offer diverse housing, essential social and medical services, and quality
recreational amenities.

2 King William County Comprehensive Plan Blueprint 2041
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Smart, Planned Growth : Guide, plan for, and designate areas for community growth and
development that have the supporting public infrastructure and services.

Diversified Housing : Facilitate and promote safe, quality housing, and diverse housing types
for persons of all ages, physical needs, and incomes.

Social Well-being: Ensure that all residents have access to essential social, medical, and
transportation services.

Quality Recreation Experiences Encourage and expand recreational opportunities for
residents and visitors to leverage of outdoor recreation amenities and strengthen tourism.

Safe Community: Plan for and strive to provide equitable, supporting public safety services
throughout the County to meet the needs of the growing County .

Diverse, Balanced Economy

Sustained Agriculture - Sustain and promote the agricultural heritage and landscape of King
William County for future generations.

Diversified , Resilient Economy - Diversify and transform the local economy of King William
County to achieve a more balanced tax base comprised of stable, resilient businesses and
industries.

Planned, Responsible Infrastructure

21t Century Facilities and Infrastructure - Facilitate and provide for essential 21t Century
community services and infrastructure (public safety, utilities, communication,
transportation, education) to meet the public and business needs in King William County.

Responsible Governance- Ensure responsible,informed governmental actions and decisions
that are consistent with adopted public policies and founded in continuous community
discussion and outreach.

Celebrated, Protected Environmental and Cultural Resources

Celebrated Heritage - Celebrate, promote, and protect the extraordinary American heritage
of King William County.

Rural Environment - Conserve and protect the special rural and natural environmental
features of King William County.

Planned, Managed Land Development

Balanced, Managed Land Development - Facilitate responsible, managed community growth
in King William County to achieve a balanced tax base, contribute to upgraded public
infrastructure and facilities, and sustain the rural character and quality of life desired by
residents.
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1.4 DIRECTON FOR THE FUTUREOPPORTUNITIE&AND RECOMMENDED
ACTIONS

During development of Blueprint 2041, citizens emphasized the importance of maintaining the

rural character of King William County. The challenge in preserving and maintaining rural

character liesinthe E © O O U O abllity tp \0aus growth (with density) in designated areas where

there are supporting services and public infrastructure. Encouraging mixed -use residential and

EOOOI UEPEOwWT UOPUT wbOw?xOEOOI EwYDPOOET 1 U2 wUEUT 1 UwUi
the County conserves the rural landscape and has greater economic benefits for managing public

services.To guide future growth in
King William County land
planners used ?development
character districts? to formulate a
Future Land Use Map. This
approach  considered existing
development patterns, landscape
characteristics, and synthesized
other relevant factors (e.g., utilities,
transportation, land conservation,
and centers for commerce and
living) . Central Garage (the :
Crossing) is well positioned as a Identified Development Character Districts, King William Couhgst
growth area, while other areas are provide insight in wherand howgrowth should occur

better  positioned for  rural

conservation.

Additionally, it will be important to balance residential and commercial growth  and maintain a
diversified tax base to ensure community prosperity and economic vitality. Residential growth
without accompanying business growth does not sufficiently cover the public service
expenditures for important facilities like schools, utilities, roads and supporting public services
(fire, police, emergency, etc.). To maintain reasonable taxes for property owners and provide
desired/needed public services, there must bea balanced tax base.

Some key initiatives identified in this plan to help achieve the future vision for King William

County include the foll owing potential projects :

A Central Garage - Central Garage is positioned as a major center for business and
development along the busy Route 360 Corridor. This area is identified for continued
growth for both business and residential uses.

A U.S. Route 360 Corridor Improvements - Gateway corridors into the County provide a
sense of community identity and create lasting impressions for residents, visitors, and
businesses. Routes 360 and 30 are primary entrances into King William County that deserve
careful management of entrances, business areasand scenic views.
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A King William Courthouse Village - Historic King William Courthouse has been a center for
social and governmental activity since the construction of the first building in 1725. A new
business village between the two governmental complexes can provide needed business
support services to employees, customers, and residents.

A Business Park / Industrial Development - Attractive, well -planned business parks mean
economic vitality and employment. Creating an attractive and productive business
environment requires quality site planning and adopted development and architectural
standards. Commerce Park is shown as an example for improvements.

A Modernized Infrastructure ¢ Expanded public utilities in targeted areas (Central Garage)
and increased, affordable access to interné broadband services. Theseinitiatives had
started prior to the comprehensive planning project and have successfully moved forward
over the past year. These public improvements are the first steps in working toward the
2041 vision for King William County.

1.5 ORGANIZATION OBLUEPRINT2041

The following graphic provides an overview of how the Comprehensive Plan is organized. The
following sections provide more detailed information on the planning process, regional
influences, existing community conditions and future opportunities, and recommended
strategies for implementing the plan.

Executive Community King William King William Implementing
S Planning County and County Today the Plan
" Process the Region and Tomorrow

How Plan was History of King Conditions and
Developed William County Opportunities:

Plan Overview and Potential Action

Recommendations Projects
People & Community
Facilities
sing, Education,
ilities &

Public Input Regional Influences
Economy

Public Infrastructure
(Transportation,
Utilities)

o Implementation Matrix:
Natural & Historic

Vision and Goals Reaa s Goals, Strategies,

Partners and
Community Vision & Demographic and Land Use & Timeframes
Goals Economic Trends Development
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2.1 DEVELOPMENT OF THE PLAN

Blueprint 2041was developed over the period of
one year using a series of community meetings,
selected stakeholder meetings,a project Facebook
page, information postings on the County
webpage, and an on-line public survey. A flow
chart summarizing the public outreach efforts for
work tasks is shown below.

Conditions &
Opportunities

Demographic
& Market

Assessment

¢ Focus Groups * Market
* Survey (online) Research
¢ Community & * Census
Group * Special
Meetings Outreach
(Virtual & In * Existing
Person) Studies
s S \ .

II. PLANNING PROCESS

BLUEPRINT 2041

KING WILLIAM COUNTY
da COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

PLAN YOUR FUTURE!

“ Visit the following Facebook page to learn more:

facebook.com/KingWilliamComprehensivePlan

Publicity Sign for Blueprint 2041

Planning &
Development

Workshop

* Technical
Experts for
Special Topics
(TBD)

* Webpage

* Facebook Page

¢ Community
Input

.

Comprehensive
Plan

* Advisory
Committee
* Planning
Commission
* County Staff
* Board of
Supervisors
* Public
Hearings

~

Planning Process showing public outreach efforts for Comprehensive Plan Project.

Over the past year, the project team worked with

the County Planning Commission, an appointed

Comprehensive Planning Committee, and
multiple County officials to understand existing
conditions and future challenges within the

County. In addition, the team attended several
joint work sessions with the County Board of

Supervisors and the County Economic
Development  Authority to share project
information. The Demographic and Economic
Assessment conducted as part of this project
informed a two -day design workshop held in July
2021 that focused on opportunities for
development and growth.

Blueprint 2041

BLUEPRINT 2041

KING WILLIAM COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Work Session BOS/EDA/PC
Monday, July 12
7:00 PM

Board Meeting Room
180 Horse Landing Rd,
King William Administration Building

Joint Session of the Board of Supervisors with
the Economic Development Authority (EDA)
and Planning Commission that will focus on

preliminary research that details economic
and demagraphic trends with discussion an
cpportunities for growth and change.

Design Workshop Notice

BLUEPRINT 2041

KING WILLIAM COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

Public Workshop/Meeting #2
Wednesday, July 14
7:00 PM

Board Meeting Room
180 Horse Landing Rd,
King William Administration Building

‘Open house meeting for the public with
presentation and discussion on economic
and demographic data trends, draft vision

and goal statements, and ideas on future
investment and development for business

and residential growth and expanded
recreational apportunities.
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2.2 CITIZEN SURVEY

The on-line community survey
prowdgd . excellent fegt;iback WHAT WE H&EARD
and insight from citizens

regarding community vision ,

conditions, and challenges for From Stakeholder Discus Ll.lE'PRINT 2041

King William County in the ARural lifestyle and c hFmAE R o t
future. As of March 2022, AAgriculture and farmla

approximately 600 citizens Al mproved housing solut

responded to a series of ADiverse economy and jo

questions that have informed Al nt éBrnoeatd band infrastr

the vision, goals and desired AsSmall business develop PEHENSWPNUME ort
future init iatives discussed in ANatural resources and tourism are op
this  plan. The graphics AuUupdate future land use plan

illustrated here show some of AcCentral Garage positioned for growth

the most consistent public 10
thoughts received.

What should be considered by the County in the Comprehensive Plan Update?

?A well thought out Vision for growth andevelopment over the next 20 years. What do we
want this County to be 20 years from now and how do we get there? Such a vision should
include a path for attracting residential, commercial, and open space management to assure
improvements in the qualities our County over the next 20 years and beyond. A good plan
requires management and direction and must be followed and revised as appropriate.

Citizen Survey Response 2021

| Infrastructure
community government

relaxinggherll’]tc'l{)/f '| business
And amily
an | £a Xpharmacy

towiruralsmall -
t | l ] I ]
rahqgﬁ;)gaﬂ:lg%la i | teCrh 0§|t

S
beautiful! property

Strengths of King Wélin County, Survey Respons Weaknesses of King William County, Survey Responses
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SURVEY

BLUEPRINT 2041
KING WILLIAM COUNTY

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

SURVEY FEED

SURVEY FEED

Blueprint 2041

Special :features
ARural t,tandechpey
AFri endllye gwtoipfl wl
AGood s,gbodl|l $ocati
AAf fordab héhlomees
ANative American r

FEED K

Challenges

ANeed widsiention
ANeed s mal Usthourseisne
APoor communicatio

infrasimuer mee
ANeed qudémphoyebs

ANeed consist&nt |
direction

Al mprove emergency
AQual ity &sduhcoatlison

Opportunities
ADrug .8trocery
Mar ket

AAgri c&ffarumepreser
Al mproved i @®lustr.i

KAWa | k arb Ixesde
R36d0orri dor

AOut door
rivers

stor
AFar mer s

villag
rextrerata o

AUpscale residegitn
f amdsleyni or) housi n

ASmal |
ATouri sm

business de

Vision for
ALearn from neighb
(bal ance,i ndgise®igde
farmcantdro) spraw

County
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What is your vision for King William County in the next 10 -20 years?

?I love the amount of farmland King William haand it is a great attribute to the county! |

do not want to see that go away. Biéiou bring some commercial development to the county,

in would increase revenue and help decrease tax/cost on its residents. There needs to be more
community events, and something to attract visitors to this county. People move here because

they are clas enough to everything, but far enough away at the same iméz U wE wi EUE wOE
maintain?

?Continued residential development in the 360 corridor and less development in the rural
districts - especially Mangohick. Growth of retail stores, restaurants, and service stores in the
360 corridor. Growth in agritourism, focus on tourism that draws fasilinterested in
hunting, fishing, camping, boating, kayaking, biking, hiking ... nature! Market to outside
events weddings, concerts, tournaments, etc. Encourage B&B / VRBO vacation rentals.

?PPreservation and enhancement of natural areas, pockeissafuse development for housing
and retail, high speed internet availability is critical for future growth.

Excerpts from Citizen Comments

In summary, consistent survey responses focugd on relevant themes that influenced planning
recommendations and strategies discussedthis plan. These include:

1 Boosting business activity and attractions
Managing residential development and agricultural land preservation
Increasing recreation and cultural opportunities

1

1

1 Improving t ransportation corridor and gateway s

1 Enhancing public services and infrastructure , especially utilities and broadband , and
1

Managing growth using urban centers such as Central Garage
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1. KING WILLIAM COUNTY AND THE REGION

3.1 BRIEFHISTORY OF KING WILLIAM COUNTY

EARLYNATIVE AMERICANSETTLEMENT

King William County was first settled by Native Americans as early as 10,000 years agoThe
Mattaponi and Pamunkey Indian Tribes settled on the banks of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey
Rivers which provided good land for farming, hunting, and fishing , as well as navigable access
for trad e. In 1608 English Colonist John Smith described Native American settlements in early
Tidewater Virginia led by paramount Chief Powhatan who presided over approximately thirty
Algonquian tribes in the region. Today, there are three tribesresiding in King William County:
the Mattaponi, the Pamunkey,
and the Upper Mattaponi. Two
of the tribes, the Mattaponi and
the Pamunkey, have &8
designated reservation land in
the County (150 acres andL,200
acres, respectively) the Upper
Mattaponi do not have a
designated reservation, but do
own and manage tribal lands
in the County (400 acres) All
three tribes are recognized by
the Commonwealth of
Virginia. In addition, the
Pamunkey and Upper
Mattaponi Tribes are officially |
recognized by the federal |
government and the U.S. John Smith
Bureau of Indian Affairs.

b G R [

Map of Virginia 1608. Library of Cohgress.

KING WILLIAM COUNTY

King William County dates to the early colonial history of the nation and was formed in 1702
from King and Queen County . It was named for King William 1ll, King of England at the time.
The Courthouse in King William County was erected circa 1725 and is one of the oldest surviving
colonial era courthouses in the United Statesstill in continuous use . The building and grounds
are on the National Register of Historic Places Today, the community of King William still
operates as thegovernmental center for the County, hosting administrative and courts offices,
historic buildings /grounds, museum, and a post office.

Blueprint 2041 King William County Comprehensive Plan




3.2 KING WILLIAM COUNTMAND REGIONAL CONTEXT

King William County is located in Eastern Virginia approximately 25 miles northeast of
Richmond. The County lies within the Northern Coastal Plain Physiographic Province of V|rg|n|a

on the Middle Peninsula of )

5PDUT DPOPEz Uuw "1
Watershed. King William County
is bounded by the Mattaponi River
(north) and the Pamunkey River |
(south) which combine to form the , Northern
York River at West Point, the i Coazal

largest and only incorporated
town in King William County. A
map showing King William

County and its regional location is

_ Physiographic Provinces of Virginia. King William County is in the N
on the following page. Coastal Plain. Virginia DCR.

In 2020, the U.S. Census reported
the County population as 17,810 Much of the approximately 2 85 square miles of land in King
William County is in gently rolling farmland and  expansive timberland.

The counties of King and Queen (north), Caroline (west), H anover (southwest) and New Kent
(southeas) surround King William County. Interstate 95 (north-south) and Interstate 64 (east
west) provide convenient transportation access tothe regional metropolitan areas of Richmond,
Washington, DC, Williamsburg , and Hampton/ Newport News .
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Insert Map of King William County and Region + blank page back

King William County and Regioral Location
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3.3 RELEVANTINFLUENCINGREGIONAL PLAS

MIDDLE PENINSULA PLANNING

King William County is part of the
Middle Peninsula Planning District
Commission of Virginia which also
includes the Counties of King and
Queen, Essex, GloucesterMiddlesex,
and Matthews, along with the Towns
of West Point, Tappahannock, and
Urbanna. The District Commission
facilitates local and state government
cooperation in addressing planning
issues and opportunities on a
regional basis, particularly with
respect to public policies and
services. The Planning District
focuses on such regional planning
topics as economic development,
hazard mitigation, environmental
management, transportation, public
facilities, and tourism and recreation
opportunities , among others. Middle Peninsula District. MPPDC.

An overview of the some of the regional plans and initiatives that are relevant for King William
County are discussed below.

1. Middle Peninsula Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (2021, Updated
Annually) t+ This strategy outlines a regional plan to focus on key projectsto achieve the
greatest impactD Owl UOPDOT wUT 1T wUI 1ShriedithéindirgOdedbtkew EE U1 6
2021 Strategywere:

-

A The economy of the Middle Peninsula does not work as well as it could to
support its citizens . The Middle Peninsula needs more jobs within its physical
borders.

A The economy of the region has traditionally been based on natural resources
such as farming, forestry and fishing. This has expandedto include tourism and
aquaculture. The economy also includes growing residential development that
resultsin bedroom communities for urban employment in Northern Virginia,
Richmond, and Hampton Roads metropolitan areas.

A Over the last 20 to 30 years, the region has seen a shift togrowing economic
sectors in tourism, retiree housing and related retiree services;large, forested
tracts starting to undergo conversion from woodlands to residential
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development; waterfront communities transitioning from commercial fisheries to
an increasing number of marinas and residential developments; and, increased
commercial development along th e Route 3 (West Point) and U.S. Route 360
eastto-west transportation corridors.

A The natural resources of the Middle Peninsula continue to be a major driving
force behind the existing economy. These include aquaculture and fishing,
mineral resources (clay, sand/gravel, oil and natural gas), prime agricultural
land, forests, and wetlands.

A While the water supply in the Middle Peninsula is plentiful , the region has
challengesthat affect development: the deep artesian aquifers(groundwater )
recharge slowly; abundant surface water is susceptible to contamination; and
there is potential for salt water intrusion into the groundwater. In addition , with
the tightening of groundwater regulations and the establishment of
groundwater man agement areas, the permitting process for access to
groundwater is costly and lengthy, posing challenges for economic development
and industrial users . (Note: King William County and the Town of West Point
are in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater Management Area.)

A Regional Innovation Clusters (regional centers of related industries that foster
innovation to enhance long-term economic growth) are central to growing the
economy of the Middle Peninsula. Specific clusters identified in the region were:
King William County/West Point ¢ manufacturing and forestry/agriculture; King
and Queen County ¢ government contracting ; Essex County/Tappahannock¢
retail and medical; Middlesex County + maritime industrial jobs; Gloucester
County + marine technology, education/research, retail, medical, and seafood.

A Forty-four vital projects for economic development were identified for the
region. In King William County , these included specifically: debris removal from
Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers above U.S. Route 3600 promote public access
and tourism ; and a regional kayak destination and trail marketing plan (West
Point and region). In addition, there are multiple projects recommended for
implementation region -wide to enhancemarketing, tourism, workforce training,
water/sewer infrastructure, transportation , trail s, waterfront access, broadband
infrastructure, aregional water reservoir (serving Middle Peninsula only), ready-
built industrial site s, and accommodations for small-scale agriculture and
agricultural products .

2. Middle Peninsula Extractive Resources Study (2020)t The economy of the region has
traditionally been based on natural resources, such as farming, forestry, and fishing. In
recent years, the region has sem an increase in more and intensive extractive natural
resource industries (i.e., forestry, mining/mineral extraction, renewable energy,
groundwater withdrawal/trading, wetland mitigation banks, nutrient/ carbon trading,
etc.) that present economic and environmental challengesfor communities. The report
concludes that ?Blue and green infrastructure has been the foundation of the economy
within rural, coastal Virginia localities. However, with technological advances and
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commoditized and used to comply with environmental regulations (wetland mitigation,
green energy goals), yet there are limited tools for local governments to use to generate
revenue aside from property taxes.? While the region generally supports leveraging
natural resources for industry, the expanded extraction of natural resources must be
accompanied by updated state and local policies and legislation that provide for
equitable financial r eturns to communities (via taxes and fees)

3. Middle Peninsula All Hazards Mitigation Plan  (2021) + This plan meets Federal
Emergency Management Agency requirements for identifying, assessing, and mitigating
natural hazards (flooding, drought, wildfire, water and air quality, etc.) and emergency
preparedness. For King William County, the plan recommend s multiple strategies for
mitigating natural hazards, including the following:

A Adoption of a Floodplain Overlay District,

A Promoting construction techniques to minimize soil erosion and shoreline
damage,

A Increasing public education programs for managing flooding and use of
properties in low lying areas prone to flooding , and

A Improving evacuation routes and signage.

4. Middle Peninsu la Regional Emergency Management Program¢ Organized by the
Middle Peninsula Planning District Commission, the program coordinates the delivery
of emergency services region wide. The center explores ways to improve service
delivery of emergency services. The program works through local Emergency Managers
to provide support to local government elected officials, chief administrative officers for
local governments, and local planning staff. A proposed project is a Regional Volunteer
Fire and Rescue SquadRecruitment and Retention Program.

5. Middle Peninsula Public Access Master Plan (2016)t This plan discusses the need for
public waterfront access, assesses access locations, and makes recommendations for
improved or additional access. The plan cited multipl e goals from the 2003
Comprehensive Plan for King William County, including improving/adding public boat
ramps and access points, reducing erosion in rivers and along shorelines, and
developing a shoreline access and management plan. In West Point, the phn references
the Waterfront Master Plan.

Other Regional Organizations and Authorities operating within the Middle Peninsula:

A Middle Peninsula Alliance ¢ This 501(93 corporation represents six counties and two towns
within the Virginia Middle Peninsula D istrict, including King William County, for the
purpose of providing regional information and marketing to perspective businesses,
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employers, and visitors. It serves a a onestop-shop to ?promote the assets of the regionby
connecting people, ideas, and esources to develop new opportunities and visibility for the
Ul T DThéré are two County representatives on the Alliance board, one from County
Board of Supervisors and one from West Point.

Middle Peninsula Chesapeake Bay Public Access Authority (est. 2003% This authority is a
political subdivision that serves the public access needs of the six counties and three towns
in the region. The Authority advocates for and manages access to the natural shorelines of
the region and works to set aside acess sites for recreational activities important to the
regional economy. This organization works to enable public access to the water and assists
in resolving complex public policy issues concerning right of ways and ownership of public
access to the wateways of the Middle Peninsula. The Authority has preserved
approximately 1,000 acres of land for public access to boaters, crew teams, fishermen, bird
watchers, and hunters.

Rural Coastal Virginia Community Enhancement Authority  (est. 2017)t This political
subdivision of the Commonwealth was created for the purpose of serving as a regbnal
economic development body representing twelve counties within the Middle Peninsula
(including King William County) , Northern Neck, and Accomack-Northampton Planning
Districts. The Authority may seek and approve loans and solicit donations, grants, and other
funding and distribute money for projects to (i) assist the region in job training or
employment -related education, leadership and civic development, and business
development, especially entrepreneurship; (ii) provide special assistance to distressed and
underdeveloped counties; and (iii) fund demonstration projects, and conduct research,
evaluations, and assessments of the region's assets and need$o date, the Author ity has
been involved in project research and production of several regional economic summits and
studies on working waterfronts and the natural resource extractive industry .

Hampton Roads Sanitation Distric t (HRSD, est. 1940} This public entity was createdby
the Commonwealth of Virginia to address sewage pollution in the tidal waters of the
Chesapeake Bay It manages wastewater systems and treatmentfor communities on the
Middle Peninsula and throughout the coastalHampton Roads Metropolitan Area(18 cities
and counties). The District operatestwo small community wastewater treatment plants in
King William County ¢ one near Central Garage inFontainebleau Industrial Park and one in
West Point adjacent to West Point Creek The agency has an adopted Strategic Plan (2020)
and a Capital Improvement Plan (2022) which includes expanding the capacity of the King
William Wastewater Treatment Plant from 100,000 GPD to 200,000 GPwith planned
improve ments to facilitate expansion to 300,000 GPD to meet projected growth of approved
residential subdivisions . The CIP also includes improvements of main gravity lines,
manholes, pump station , and clarification system in the Town of West Point.
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3.4 TOWN OF WEST POINT

TOWN HISTORYAND DEVELOPMENT

Located at the southerntip of King William County at the confluence of the Pamunkey , Mattaponi
and York Rivers, the Town of West Point is the single incorporated town. Like the County, West
Point dates to early colonial times. Carter Braxton, a signer of the Declaration of Independence,
settled in the area on an agricultural plantation along the bluffs of the Pamunkey River in 1776.
Following construction of the Richmond and York River Rail Road in the 18505 the Town of West
Point was officially incorporated in 1870. The areabecamea shipping hub and by the 1900s was
also a tourist destination with two hotels and several recreational amenities In 1914, the
Chesapeake Corporationbuilt a pulp and paper mill north of the town with access to the railroad
and the deep-water port on the Pamunkey River (later known as Port Richmond). The Town
annexed Port Richmond in 1964, enabling community growth and investment in public facilities,
housing, and education. Today, the pulp and paper industry continue to be alarge employer in
the region and the Town of West Point (population 3,306 in 2010 is a destination for workers and
visitors.

West Point Comprehensive Plan 2019 Vision for West Point

Adopted in 2019, the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of West Point will maintain and
West Point establishes direction for gwdlng. future improve its image as a welcoming
investment and development while embracing and . .

enhancing UT 1T w EOOOUOPUaAzUw EPUUD Sogwgrg?lw rg.qfeé%otn%o fUpuopE
Over the past two decades the Town has made significant r§S|dentlaI destination Wlth_ a
accomplishments in furthering community growth and ~ VIbrant waterfront community,

livability through updated ordinances, improvements to ~ Pustling  historic  downtown,

Downtown and the waterfront (streetscape, farmers active commercial corridors, and

market, auditorium, fine arts center, and market study), modern global industries. This

enhanced bicycle and pedestrian access increased best continuing development — will

practices for environmental protection, industrial park reflect the heritage of the Town

planning, and upgraded public facilities and utilities, \yhile providing modern

including internet. conveniences, recreation, an

economic opportunities to all aree

Someplanning goals for West Point include: residents.

A Maintaining and enhancing the history and unique
character of West Point while balancing growth for residences commerce, and industry.

A Increasing opportunities for employment, businesses, and tourism , especially with respect
to waterfront development and entrance businesscorridors along Virginia State Route 30
and 33.

A Strengthening industrial development for economic and job prosperity, particularly within
the 3 O b Qrduisuial park.
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A Providing attractive, safe, maintained residential neighborhoods that meet resident needs,
are respectful of the environment, and well served by adequate public facilities .

A Enhancing transportation systems andcorridors for multiple modes of transportation (car,
bicycle, pedestrian) and improving public access to the waterfront.

A Providing responsive, quality public safety facilities and operations that protect residents,
businesses, and visitors.

A Enhancing recreation and cultural facilities , which may include expanded parks,
playgrounds, open space waterfront access,historic sites, and regular special recreational
events.

A Supporting and providing for the educational, health, social, economic and workforce
training needs of citizens, and

A Protecting and managing natural resources and land development to provide a safe, clean
environment for the health and welfare of residents, businesses, and visitors.

Future initiatives recommended in the Comprehensive Plan include:

A Updating zoning and subdivision
ordinances,

A Upgrading public utilities (water,
wastewater, and stormwater),

A Increasing education and outreach for
environmental conservation ,

A Improving public access to rivess and
adding waterfront amenities (e.g., Riverwalk
Park and marina),

A Enhancing the aesthetics of neighborhoods
and historic areas,

A Guiding orderly commercial development
on main corridors to preserve community
character and sensitive environmental
landscapes

A Promoting and enhancing the industrial
park for new businesses,

A Enhancing recreational and cultural facilities
and programs through local investment and
regional cooperation, and

A Presenving scenic, natural, and historic areas.
Future Land Usklap.2019 Comprehensive Plan
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